
 

 

 

 

 

Chisago County 

Small Business and Nonprofit Relief Grant Guidelines 
 
Purpose:  Chisago County received funds from the State of Minnesota for providing small businesses and nonprofits 
relief.  The Chisago County Board of Commissioners determined funds would be made available in the form of grants to 
assist the businesses and nonprofits that have been adversely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Eligible Applicants: 

¶ Businesses and Nonprofits that were impacted by an executive order related to the COVID-19 pandemic 

¶ All eligible applicants must have a commercial/nonprofit location, whether owned or leased, that is physically 
located in Chisago County.   

¶ Nonprofits, nonprofit arts organizations, nonprofit museums, and nonprofit fitness centers that earn revenue 
similar to businesses, including but not limited to ticket sales and membership fees, are eligible for grants. 
Nonprofit that are government or quasi government organizations are not eligible.  

¶ Per the state of Minnesota, grantees must not have any outstanding MN State Tax Liens.  This will be verified 
utilizing the state of Minnesota’s searchable database.  

 
Eligible Uses of the Funds:  
Acceptable uses include but are not limited to: 

¶ Property Taxes 

¶ Insurance Costs 

¶ Legal Fees 

¶ Payroll 

¶ Rent/Mortgage 

¶ Utilities 

¶ Marketing/Advertising 

¶ Licensing Fees 

¶ Accounting Fees 

¶ Routine Maintenance 

¶ Travel/Vehicle Expenses 

¶ Office Supplies 

¶ Repairs to the existing building and equipment 

¶ Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) 

 
Note:  Owners personal use of funds are an ineligible use of funds.  
 
Funding Information: 

¶ Eligible applicants may request up to $5,000 in grant assistance based on eligible expenses.  

¶ Applicants that were deemed ineligible for the Relief Grants distributed by the MN Department of Revenue due to 
not being in operation during 2nd and 3rd Quarter 2019 are eligible for up to $10,000. Businesses that qualify 
include restaurants, breweries, wineries, distilleries, bowling alleys, bars, fitness/recreation centers.    

¶ Per the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, the grant application and related attachments will be used to 
determine eligibility for public financial assistance.  This is public information, however, social security numbers, 
bank accounts, and date of birth information is considered private data.    

 
Timelines:  

¶ Grant applications will open January 6,2021.  

¶ Grant Deadline is February 8, 2021 or until the funds are exhausted.  

¶ All Grants will be disbursed no later than March 12, 2021. 
 
Funding is limited and grants will be provided on a first come, first served basis and based upon eligibility until funds are 
exhausted.   
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Application Requirements: 
The Small Business Relief Grant application must be completed in its entirety by the applicant and submitted to the 
Chisago County HRA-EDA online at www.chisagocounty.org or to the HRA-EDA office, located at 38871 7th Ave, PO Box 
815, North Branch, MN 55056.  Applications are due by February 8, 2021. Online applications are preferred.  

¶ Completed application document.  

¶ Impact due to COVID-19 
o The business or nonprofit was closed by Executive Order since March 2020 (by Industry) 
o Statement of how COVID 19 or the Governor’s Executive Orders affected your business’ or nonprofit’s 

revenues negatively. 

¶ Confirmation of acceptable uses of the funds  

¶ Other items as requested by the HRA – EDA.   
 
Grant Awards:  

¶ Applications and awards will be made through the Chisago County HRA-EDA office.     

¶ Upon a successful grant application, the recipient will enter into a grant agreement before funds are distributed. 
 

Post-Grant Award:  

¶ It is grantee’s responsibility to maintain receipts and documentation of grant funded expenditures for six years for 
audit purposes. 

¶ Chisago County encourages grantees to remain compliant with State of MN COVID-19 mandates.  
 
 
GRANT PROGRAM POLICY  
AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF INFORMATION 
 
I declare that the information provided in this application and on the accompanying exhibits is true and complete to the 
best of my knowledge.  The Chisago County HRA-EDA has the right to verify any information contained in this application 
and may contact any individuals and institutions involved with the proposed project.  I also understand I may be required 
to provide evidence of use of these funds to Chisago County or the State of Minnesota.   
 
 
 
Signature/Title of Applicant _________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 
 
Signature/Title of Applicant _________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 
 
The HRA-EDA and the Chisago County Board of Commissioners retains final authority to determine if a business or 
nonprofit is eligible. 
 
For questions call 651.674.5664 or email nancy@chisagocounty.org. Or sara@chisagocounty.org  
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